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Appendix 1 – Updating Authentication Practices 
Existing Legislation  

The following text is quoted from the legislation and has not been modified to match APEGA’s 
writing style. 

Engineering and Geoscience Professions Act 
Definitions 

1 In this Act, 

(q) “practice of engineering” means 

(i) reporting on, advising on, evaluating, designing, preparing plans and specifications for or 
directing the construction, technical inspection, maintenance or operation of any structure, work 
or process 

(A) that is aimed at the discovery, development or utilization of matter, materials or energy or in 
any other way designed for the use and convenience of humans, and 

(B) that requires in that reporting, advising, evaluating, designing, preparation or direction the 
professional application of the principles of mathematics, chemistry, physics or any related 
applied subject, 

(r) “practice of geoscience” means 

(i) reporting, advising, evaluating, interpreting, processing, geoscientific surveying, exploring, 
classifying reserves or examining related to any activity 

(A) that relates to the earth sciences or the environment,  
 
(B) that is aimed at the discovery or development of oil, natural gas, coal, metallic or non-
metallic minerals, precious stones, other natural resources or water or that is aimed at the 
investigation of surface or subsurface conditions of the earth, and 

(C) that requires, in that reporting, advising, evaluating, interpreting, processing, geoscientific 
surveying, exploring, classifying reserves or examining, the professional application of the 
principles of mathematics, chemistry, physics or biology through the application of the principles 
of geoscience. 

Exclusive scope of the practice of engineering 

2(1) Except as otherwise provided in this Act, no individual, corporation, partnership or other 
entity, except a professional engineer, a licensee so authorized in the licensee’s licence, a 
permit holder so authorized in its permit or a certificate holder so authorized in the certificate 
holder’s certificate, shall engage in the practice of engineering. 

(2) No individual, corporation, partnership or other entity, shall engage in both the practice of 
engineering and the practice of architecture as defined in the Architects Act, or hold out that it is 
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entitled to engage in both the practice of engineering and the practice of architecture unless it 
holds a certificate of authorization under this Act or the Architects Act permitting it to do so. 

3(2) No individual, corporation, partnership or other entity, except a professional engineer, 
licensee or permit holder entitled to engage in the practice of engineering, shall affix the stamp 
or seal of a professional engineer or licensee or the permit number of a permit holder or allow 
that stamp, seal or permit number to be affixed to a plan, drawing, detail drawing, specification 
or other document or a reproduction of any of them unless 

(a) that plan, drawing, detail drawing, specification, other document or reproduction was 
prepared by or under the supervision and control of, and 

(b) the stamp, seal or permit number is affixed with the knowledge and consent or in 
accordance with the direction of the professional engineer or licensee to whom or the permit 
holder to which the stamp, seal or permit number was issued. 

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2), a professional engineer, licensee or permit holder may affix 
a stamp, seal or permit number, as the case may be, to a plan, drawing, detail drawing, 
specification, other document or reproduction prepared by other persons if the professional 
engineer, licensee or permit holder completes a thorough review of and accepts professional 
responsibility for that plan, drawing, detail drawing, specification, other document or 
reproduction. 

Exclusive scope of the practice of geoscience 

5(1) Subject to subsection (2), no individual, corporation, partnership or other entity, except a 
professional geoscientist, a licensee so authorized in the licensee’s licence or a permit holder so 
authorized in the permit, shall engage in the practice of geoscience. 

6(2) No individual, corporation, partnership or other entity, except a professional geoscientist or 
a licensee or permit holder entitled to engage in the practice of geoscience, shall affix the stamp 
or seal of a professional geoscientist or licensee or the permit number of a permit holder or 
allow that stamp, seal or permit number to be affixed to a map, geoscientific cross-section, 
specification, report or other document or a reproduction of any of them unless  

(a) that map, geoscientific cross-section, specification, report, other document or reproduction 
was prepared by or under the supervision and control of, and 

(b) the stamp, seal or permit number is affixed with the knowledge and consent or in 
accordance with the direction of the professional geoscientist or licensee to whom or the permit 
holder to which the stamp, seal or permit number was issued. 

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2), a professional geoscientist, licensee or permit holder may 
affix a stamp, seal or permit number, as the case may be, to a map, geoscientific cross-section, 
specification, report, other document or reproduction prepared by other persons if the 
professional geoscientist, licensee or permit holder completes a thorough review of and accepts 
professional responsibility for that map, geoscientific cross-section, specification, report, other 
document or reproduction. 
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Regulations 

19(1) The Council may make regulations  

(z) respecting the use of stamps, seals and permit numbers; 

Bylaws 

20(1) The Council may make bylaws 

(p) governing the information to be engraved on stamps and seals issued to professional 
members, licensees and restricted practitioners; 

 
Evidence of registration 

25(1) On entering the name of a professional engineer or geoscientist in the register, the 
Registrar shall issue to the professional engineer or geoscientist 

(a) a certificate of registration, and 

(b) a stamp or seal engraved as prescribed in the bylaws. 

(2) On entering the name of a licensee in the register, the Registrar shall issue to the licensee 

(a) a licence to engage in the practice of engineering or geoscience as a licensee as authorized 
in the licence, and 

(b) a stamp or seal engraved as prescribed in the bylaws. 

(3) On entering the name of a permit holder in the register, the Registrar shall issue to the 
permit holder 

(a) a permit to engage in the practice of engineering or geoscience as a permit holder as 
authorized in the permit, 

and 

(b) a permit number as prescribed in the bylaws. 

Cancellation on request 

29(2) When a request for cancellation of a registration is approved by the Council 

(a) the Registrar shall cancel that registration, and 

(b) the professional member, licensee, permit holder or restricted practitioner requesting the 
cancellation shall, on being notified of the approval, 

(i) immediately surrender to the Registrar 

(A) the certificate of registration, licence and the stamp or seal, in the case of a professional 
member, licensee or restricted practitioner, or 
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(B) the permit and annual certificate, in the case of a permit holder, 

and 

(ii) cease using the permit number, in the case of a permit holder. 

Cancellation 

39(4) If the registration of a professional member or licensee has been cancelled under this 
section, the professional member or licensee shall forthwith surrender to the Registrar any 
certificate of registration, licence, stamp or seal issued to the professional member or licensee. 

(5) If the registration of a permit holder has been cancelled under this section, the permit holder 
shall immediately surrender the permit to the Registrar and cease to use the permit number 
issued to that permit holder. 

  
Surrender of certificates 

75(1) If the registration of a professional member, licensee or restricted practitioner has been 
cancelled or suspended under this Part, the professional member, licensee or restricted 
practitioner shall immediately surrender any certificate, stamp or seal to the Registrar. 

(2) If the registration of a permit holder or joint firm has been cancelled or suspended under this 
Part, the permit holder or joint firm shall immediately 

(a) surrender the permit or certificate of authorization to the Registrar, and 

(b) cease using the permit number issued by the Registrar. 

Use of stamps, seal, permit number 

78(1) A professional member, licensee or restricted practitioner shall, in accordance with the 
regulations, 

(a) sign documents or records, and 

(b) stamp or seal documents or records. 

(2) A permit holder shall affix its permit number on documents or records in accordance with the 
regulations. 

Scope of practice 

83 No professional licensee shall engage in the practice of engineering or geoscience except 
within the scope of practice specified by the Board of Examiners. 

Stamp or seal of professional licensee (engineering) 

83.2(1) No individual, corporation, partnership or other entity, except a professional licensee 
(engineering), shall affix the stamp or seal of a professional licensee (engineering) or allow that 
stamp or seal to be affixed to a plan, drawing, detail drawing, specification or other document or 
a reproduction of any of them unless: 
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(a) that plan, drawing, detail drawing, specification, other document or reproduction was 
prepared by or under the supervision and control of, and 

(b) the stamp or seal is affixed with the knowledge and consent or in accordance with the 
direction of the professional licensee (engineering) to whom the stamp or seal was issued. 

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), a professional licensee (engineering) may affix a stamp or 
seal to a plan, drawing, detail drawing, specification, other document or reproduction prepared 
by other persons if the professional licensee (engineering) completes a thorough review of and 
accepts professional responsibility for that plan, drawing, detail drawing, specification, other 
document or reproduction. 

Stamp or seal of professional licensee (geoscience) 

83.3(1) No individual, corporation, partnership or other entity, except a professional licensee 
(geoscience), shall affix the stamp or seal of a professional licensee (geoscience), or allow that 
stamp or seal to be affixed, to a map, geoscientific cross-section, specification, report or other 
document or a reproduction of any of them unless: 

(a) that map, geoscientific cross-section, specification, report, other document or reproduction 
was prepared by or under the supervision and control of, and 

(b) the stamp or seal is affixed with the knowledge and consent or in accordance with the 
direction of the professional licensee (geoscience), to whom the stamp or seal was issued. 

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), a professional licensee (geoscience) may affix a stamp or 
seal to a map, geoscientific cross-section, specification, report or other document or 
reproduction prepared by other persons if the professional licensee (geoscience), completes a 
thorough review of and accepts professional responsibility for that map, geoscientific cross-
section, specification, report, other document or reproduction. 

 

Use of titles and stamps relating to geology and geophysics 

102(1) Subject to the regulations, where section 97.1(1), (2), (3), (4), (5) or (6) excepts an 
individual, licensee or permit holder from a prohibition against using a title, an abbreviation or a 
word or doing an act or thing, the individual, licensee or permit holder may use the title, the 
abbreviation or the word and may do the act or thing. 

(2) Subject to the regulations and bylaws, an individual referred to in subsection (1) may use a 
stamp or seal bearing a title or abbreviation that the person is authorized by subsection (1) to 
use. 

General Regulation 

Signing and sealing of documents  

49 When the practice of engineering or geoscience is carried on by a partnership, corporation or 
other entity pursuant to a permit under section 48, all final plans, specifications, reports or 
documents of a professional nature must: 
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(a) be signed by and be stamped or sealed with the stamp or seal of  

(i) the professional member or licensee who prepared them or under whose supervision and 
control they were prepared, or  

(ii) in the case of plans, specifications, reports or documents that were prepared by other 
persons, the professional member or licensee who thoroughly reviewed and accepted 
professional responsibility for them,  

and  

(b) show the permit number issued to the partnership, corporation or other entity under section 
48.  

Control and use of stamps and seals  

53 The permit number issued to a permit holder may only be used by the professional members 
or licensees referred to in section 48(1)(c). 

Use of stamps and seals issued to members  

54(1) A stamp or seal issued to a professional member or licensee must at all times remain 
under that person’s direct control and must be applied by the professional member or licensee 
or by a person acting under the professional member’s or licensee’s immediate and direct 
control to all final plans, specifications, reports or documents of a professional nature. 

(a) that were prepared by the professional member or licensee or under the professional 
member’s or licensee’s supervision and control, or  

(b) that were prepared by another person in circumstances where the professional member or 
licensee has thoroughly reviewed them and accepted professional responsibility for them.  

(2) No person shall permit a stamp or seal to be physically located in a manner that would allow 
its use by a person other than the professional member or licensee to whom it was issued.  

(3) When a stamp or seal is applied, the professional member or licensee to whom it was issued 
shall ensure that the stamp or seal is accompanied with that person’s signature and the date on 
which the stamp or seal is applied.  

(4) A stamp or seal may be applied to the cover page or final page of reports or documents in a 
manner that clearly indicates acceptance of professional responsibility for the reports or 
documents, without being applied to each page.  

(5) A professional member or licensee shall not acquire a stamp or seal from any source other 
than the Registrar.  

(6) A professional member or licensee shall only use a stamp or seal while that person is 
registered pursuant to this Regulation.  

(7) Stamps and seals are the property of the Association and a person in possession of a stamp 
or seal shall surrender it to the Association on demand.  
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(8) A professional member or licensee may, with the approval of the Registrar, apply a computer 
generated facsimile of the stamp or seal if that person otherwise meets the requirements of the 
Act and this Regulation.  

(9) In this section, “licensee” does not include a provisional licensee. 

Application of regulations  

78 Sections 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 47, 48, 48.1, 49, 50, 51, 
53, 54, 59, 60 and the Schedule apply in respect of professional licensees as if they were 
professional members.  

BYLAWS 

Seals and stamps  

33(1) Seals and stamps issued to professional members shall be in a form prescribed by the 
Council and shall show the professional category of the professional member as Professional 
Engineer or Professional Geoscientist.  

(2) Seals and stamps issued to licensees shall be in a form prescribed by the Council and shall 
show the professional category of the licensee as Professional Engineer or Professional 
Geoscientist and in addition shall carry the word "licensee." 

(3) Stamps issued to permit holders shall be in a form prescribed by the Council and shall show 
the designation "Permit Holder."  

 (5) Seals and stamps issued to professional licensees shall be in a form prescribed by the 
Council and shall show the designation “Professional Licensee (Engineering), or (Geoscience)” 
as the case may be. 

Surrender of seals, stamps and certificates  

35 Professional members, licensees, permit holders, certificate holders, and professional 
licensees shall surrender to the Registrar, forthwith upon development of any of the following 
eventualities, any seals, stamps and certificates that have been issued to them:  

(a) temporary withdrawal of the professional member, licensee, permit holder, certificate holder, 
or professional licensee from practice of the profession for a period estimated to exceed 1 year;  

(b) resignation of the professional member, licensee, permit holder, certificate holder, or 
professional licensee from the Association;  

(c) the suspension or cancellation of the professional membership, license, permit or certificate. 
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Appendix 2 – Updating Authentication Practices 
Canadian Engineering and Geoscience Associations Summary and Analysis 
 
All constituent associations have some form of authentication – documents that are stamped or sealed, signed, and dated are considered to be 
authenticated. However, no one has a formal definition of “authentication”. 

The Association of Professional Geoscientists of Ontario (APGO) and the Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of Manitoba 
(APEGM) are the only associations that have a definition of stamp or seal that is not a physical description of what the seal looks like. 

L’ordre des ingénieurs du Québec (OIQ) is the only association with a true definition of document, although it is somewhat open. APGO, The 
Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of Alberta (APEGA), and Engineers PEI have working definitions of document that are 
tied to the act of authentication.  

Only Manitoba, Yukon, and the Northwest Territories include provisions against the hiring of unlicensed persons to practise engineering or 
geoscience. 

L’ordre des ingénieurs du Québec (OIQ), APEGM, APGO, and the Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of New Brunswick 
(APGNB) have provisions for electronic documents and their authentication. 

L’ordre des ingénieurs du Québec (OIQ) has a section requiring all plans and specifications for works must be signed and sealed by an engineer 
who is a member of the Order or by a holder of a temporary licence, except plans and specifications prepared outside Québec and relating 
exclusively to the making of machines and apparatus comprised in the works and intended for use for purposes of industrial manufacture. 

Professional Engineers and Geoscientists Newfoundland and Labrador (PEGNL) and Northwest Territories and Nunavut Association of 
Professional Engineers and Geoscientists (NAPEG) require both a professional member to sign and stamp or seal and a permit holder to stamp or 
seal all documents or records prepared by or prepared under that person's supervision and for which that person assumes professional 
responsibility 

The tables below reference the legislation of engineering and geoscience constituent associations in Canada regarding authentication definitions 
and practices. It also shows the research on the Alberta Association of Architects, which is the only self-regulating association in Alberta with 
authentication practices. Appendix 2A contains the relevant legislative provisions that form the basis of this summary.  
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Professional 
Association 

The Association of 
Professional Engineers 
and Geoscientists of 
British Columbia 
(APEGBC) 

The Association of 
Professional Engineers 
and Geoscientists  
of Alberta (APEGA) 

The Association of 
Professional Engineers 
and Geoscientists of 
Saskatchewan (APEGS) 

Professional Engineers 
Geoscientists Manitoba 
(APEGM) 

Professional Engineers 
Ontario 
(PEO) 

 
What 
constitutes 
authentication? 

Documents are signed, 
sealed, and dated by 
members who are 
responsible for them and 
supervised their 
preparation. 

Professional Members 
shall sign, stamp, or seal 
documents or records. 
Permit Holders will affix 
their permit number. 
The application of a 
stamp or seal indicates 
acceptance of 
professional responsibility 
for the document or 
record. 

Members shall sign, seal, 
and date all final 
drawings, specifications, 
plans, reports, and other 
documents relating to the 
practice of professional 
engineering or the 
practice of professional 
geoscience that they 
issue. 
 
Holder of certificate of 
authorization shall place 
its seal or equivalent on 
all documents that have 
been prepared by a 
licensee on its behalf. 

A member must, in 
accordance with the 
bylaws and the code of 
ethics, authenticate every 
engineering or 
geoscientific estimate, 
specification, report, 
working drawing, plan, or 
other engineering or 
geoscientific document 
issued by the member. 
The combined acts of 
affixing and validating a 
manual seal constitute 
manual authentication of 
a document. 
A form of identification of 
the certificate holder must 
appear in the vicinity of 
the manual seal or digital 
signature of each 
engineering or 
geoscience estimate, 
specification, working 
drawing, plan and other 
engineering or 
geoscience document 
issued by the certificate 
holder. 

Members shall sign, date, 
and affix the holder’s seal 
to every final drawing, 
specification, plan, report, 
or other document 
prepared or checked by 
the holder before it is 
issued. 

Definition of 
stamp or seal 

Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. A manual seal means the 
form of identification 
issued by the association 
to a member or specified 
scope of practice licensee 
to be manually impressed 
onto physical documents. 

Legislation is silent. 

Definition of 
document 

Legislation is silent. All final plans, 
specifications, reports, or 
documents of a 
professional nature must 

Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. 
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Professional 
Association 

The Association of 
Professional Engineers 
and Geoscientists of 
British Columbia 
(APEGBC) 

The Association of 
Professional Engineers 
and Geoscientists  
of Alberta (APEGA) 

The Association of 
Professional Engineers 
and Geoscientists of 
Saskatchewan (APEGS) 

Professional Engineers 
Geoscientists Manitoba 
(APEGM) 

Professional Engineers 
Ontario 
(PEO) 

be stamped or sealed. 

Electronic seal 
or signature 

Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. A member may 
authenticate a document 
that is in computer-
readable form by the use 
of his or her electronic 
seal. This authentication 
will have the same effect 
as affixing and validating 
a manual seal on a 
physical document. 
 
 

Legislation is silent. 

Prohibition on 
contracting non-
members for 
professional 
work 

Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. A person who does not 
have a certificate of 
authorization may not be 
engaged to practise 
engineering. 

Legislation is silent. 

 

Professional 
Association 

Association of Professional 
Geoscientists of Ontario 
(APGO) 

Ordre des Ingénieurs du 
Québec (OIQ) 

Ordre des Géologues du 
Québec 
(OGQ) 

The Association of 
Professional Engineers and 
Geoscientists of New 
Brunswick 
(APGNB) 

 What 
constitutes 
authentication? 

A manual seal is defined as the 
authentication of a document by 
affixing an impression to the 
document and signing and dating 
the document. A manual seal 
may be an embossing seal or a 
stamping seal. 

Members must sign and seal all 
plans and specifications except 
for those prepared outside of 
Quebec relating to the making of 
machines intended for the 
purposes of industrial 
manufacture. 

A manual seal with either a 
certification or signature any 
opinion or report which was 
prepared by the Geologist or 
prepared under their direct 
supervision. 

Professional members shall sign, 
date, and seal all final drawings, 
plans, reports, or other 
documents prepared by or under 
their direct supervision. 

Definition of 
stamp or seal 

A manual seal may be an 
embossing seal or a stamping 
seal. 

Legislation is silent. A manual seal that bears the 
name, registration number and 
either, ‘GEOLOGIST’ or 
‘GEOLOGIST-GEOLOGIST’ as 
well as ‘QUÉBEC’. 

Legislation is silent. 

Definition of 
document 

When reports, drawings, or 
documents are finalized, the final 

Information inscribed on a 
medium constitutes a document. 

Written opinion or report requires 
sealing by a Geologist. 

Legislation is silent. 
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Professional 
Association 

Association of Professional 
Geoscientists of Ontario 
(APGO) 

Ordre des Ingénieurs du 
Québec (OIQ) 

Ordre des Géologues du 
Québec 
(OGQ) 

The Association of 
Professional Engineers and 
Geoscientists of New 
Brunswick 
(APGNB) 

document is referred to as the 
master. It can be either electronic 
or hard copy, and it is unsigned.  
An original is made from the 
master and is signed, sealed, 
and dated by the geoscientist. 
This is a called the original. The 
original is always signed. 

Electronic seal 
or signature 

Electronic seal is defined as the 
specific electronic means of 
authenticating a record or 
ensuring that it is opened only by 
the intended addressee. 
Geoscience seals may be 
applied to electronic documents 
in accordance with the Electronic 
Commerce Act. 

If the function of sealing or 
stamping is to authenticate a 
document, the purpose may be 
achieved by means of any 
process appropriate to the 
medium used. 

Legislation is silent Documents may be in electronic 
form and authenticated using an 
electronic image of the stamp 
and signature, and show the 
date. 

Prohibition on 
contracting non-
members for 
professional 
work 

Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent Legislation is silent. 

 
 

Professional 
Association 

Engineers Nova Scotia Geoscientists Nova Scotia Engineers PEI Professional Engineers and 
Geoscientists Newfoundland 
and Labrador 
(PEGNL) 

What 
constitutes 
authentication? 

Members shall stamp all official 
documents and plans prepared 
by them. 

Members shall sign and stamp 
all official documents and plans 
prepared by them. 

Engineers may only sign or seal 
documents unless they were 
prepared by, supervised by, or 
verified by them. 

A professional member shall sign 
and stamp or seal and a permit 
holder shall stamp or seal all 
documents or records prepared 
by or prepared under that 
person's supervision and for 
which that person assumes 
professional responsibility. 

Definition of 
stamp or seal 

Legislation is silent.  Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. 
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Professional 
Association 

Engineers Nova Scotia Geoscientists Nova Scotia Engineers PEI Professional Engineers and 
Geoscientists Newfoundland 
and Labrador 
(PEGNL) 

Definition of 
document 

Legislation is silent.  Legislation is silent. All final drawings, specifications, 
plans, reports, and other 
documents shall bear the 
signature, date, and the seal of 
the professional engineer who 
prepared or approved them. 

Legislation is silent. 

Electronic seal 
or signature 

Legislation is silent.  Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. 

Prohibition on 
contracting non-
members for 
professional 
work 

Legislation is silent.  Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. 

 

Professional 
Association 

Engineers Yukon Northwest Territories and Nunavut 
Association of Professional Engineers 
and Geoscientists 

Alberta Association of Architects

What constitutes 
authentication? 

All plans, drawings, detail drawings, 
specifications, or other documents or reports 
for any engineered structure, work, or 
process must bear the signature and stamp 
or seal of a professional engineer along with 
the date it was issued, and be dated and 
stamped with the seal issued to the permit 
holder. 

A member or licensee, and a permit holder 
shall sign, stamp, and date plans, designs, 
specifications, reports, and similar 
documents that they have prepared or which 
have been prepared under their direct 
supervision and control. 

A seal or stamp must be signed and dated 
and provide evidence that the documents 
were prepared under the direct supervision 
and control of the authorized entity. 

Definition of 
stamp or seal 

Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. 

Definition of 
document 

Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. 

Electronic seal 
or signature 

Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. 

Prohibition on 
contracting non-
members for 
professional 
work 

Council may apply for an injunction to 
prevent a person from contracting a non-
member to practise engineering. 

Only members, licensees, and permit holders 
may be contracted to practise engineering or 
geoscience. 

Legislation is silent. 
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Appendix 2A – Updating Authentication Practices 
Canadian Engineering and Geoscience Associations 

The tables below reference the legislation of engineering and geoscience constituent associations in Canada regarding 
authentication definitions and practices. It also shows the research on the Alberta Association of Architects, which is the only self-
regulating association in Alberta with authentication practices. 

The following text is quoted from the legislation and has not been modified to match APEGA’s style. (Note This research was 
completed in November 2015 and therefore reflects the legislation and the naming convention of that time.) 

 The Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of 
British Columbia (APEGBC) 

The Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of 
Alberta (APEGA) 

What 
constitutes 
authentication? 

ACT 
Issue of certificates of authorization 
14 (3) If the practice of professional engineering or the practice of 
professional geoscience is carried on by a certificate holder as 
permitted under subsection (1), the estimates, specifications, reports, 
documents or plans prepared and delivered must 
(a) be signed and dated by, and sealed with the stamp of, the member 
or licensee of the association who is responsible for them and who 
supervised the preparation of them, and 
(b) show in a manner specified by the council the words "APEGBC 
CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORIZATION", together with the certificate 
number and expiry date. 

ACT 
Use of stamps, seal, permit number 
78(1) A professional member, licensee or restricted practitioner shall, 
in accordance with the regulations, 
(a) sign documents or records, and 
(b) stamp or seal documents or records. 
(2) A permit holder shall affix its permit number on documents or 
records in accordance with the regulations. 
 
REGULATIONS 
 
49 When the practice of engineering or geoscience is carried on by a 
partnership, corporation or other entity pursuant to a permit under 
section 48, all final plans, specifications, reports or documents of a 
professional nature must: 

(a) be signed by and be stamped or sealed with the stamp or seal of  

(i) the professional member or licensee who prepared them or under 
whose supervision and control they were prepared, or  

(ii) in the case of plans, specifications, reports or documents that were 
prepared by other persons, the professional member or licensee who 
thoroughly reviewed and accepted professional responsibility for them, 

and  

(b) show the permit number issued to the partnership, corporation or 
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 The Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of 
British Columbia (APEGBC) 

The Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of 
Alberta (APEGA) 
other entity under section 48.  

 
54(3) When a stamp or seal is applied, the professional member or 
licensee to whom it was issued shall ensure that the stamp or seal is 
accompanied with that person’s signature and the date on which the 
stamp or seal is applied. 
(4) A stamp or seal may be applied to the cover page or final page of 
reports or documents in a manner that clearly indicates acceptance of 
professional responsibility for the reports or documents, without being 
applied to each page. 
(8) A professional member or licensee may, with the approval of the 
Registrar, apply a computer generated facsimile of the stamp or seal if 
that person otherwise meets the requirements of the Act and this 
Regulation.  

 
Definition of 
stamp or seal 

Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. 

Definition of 
“Document” 

Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. 
 
 

Electronic seal 
or signature 

Legislation is silent.  
(8) A professional member or licensee may, with the approval of the 
Registrar, apply a computer generated facsimile of the stamp or seal if 
that person otherwise meets the requirements of the Act and this 
Regulation.  

Prohibition on 
contracting 
non-members 
for professional 
work 

Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. 
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 The Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of 
Saskatchewan (APEGS) 

The Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of 
Manitoba (APEGM) 

 What 
constitutes 
authentication? 

ACT 
Seals  
21(1) Every licensee is entitled, in accordance with the bylaws, to sign 
and seal all final drawings, specifications, plans, reports and other 
documents prepared or approved by him or her. 
(4) Every licensee shall sign and seal, in accordance with the bylaws, 
all final drawings, specifications, plans, reports and other documents 
relating to the practice of professional engineering or the practice of 
professional geoscience that he or she issues. 
 
REGULATORY BY LAW 
Manner of use  
25 The member under whose direct technical supervision documents 
are prepared shall affix his or her seal in a prominent location on the 
document and shall sign and date it. 

ACT 
Authentication of documents by member 
26(3)  A member must, in accordance with the by-laws and the code 
of ethics, authenticate every engineering or geoscientific estimate, 
specification, report, working drawing, plan and other engineering or 
geoscientific document issued by the member. 
 
Authentication of documents by specified scope of practice licensee 
26(4)  A specified scope of practice licensee must, in accordance with 
the by-laws and the code of ethics, authenticate every estimate, 
specification, report, working drawing, plan and other engineering or 
geoscientific document issued by the licensee. 
 
BYLAWS 
11.1.1 Professional Member’s Manual Seal  
The combined acts of affixing and validating a manual seal constitute 
manual authentication of a document.  
 
11.1.1.1 Affixing the Manual Seal  
An image of the manual seal may be affixed through the use of either 
an inked stamped impression or a copy of it.  
 
11.1.1.2 Validating the Manual Seal  
The professional member, having affixed his or her manual seal in 
conformance with section 26 (1) of the Act, shall validate it by signing 
the document in the vicinity of the seal and indicating the date upon 
which it was signed.  
 
 
CODE OF ETHICS 
2. Each practitioner shall regard the physical, economic and 
environmental well-being of the public as the paramount responsibility 
in all aspects of professional engineering and professional 
geoscientific work.  Specifically, and without limiting the generality of 
this statement, each practitioner shall: 
2.8 seal all plans and other engineering or geoscientific documents 
which “The Engineering and Geoscientific Professions Act” stipulates 
shall be sealed, whether acting in the professionally responsible 
capacity of a consultant or an employee; and 
2.9 sign and seal only those plans and other engineering or 
geoscientific documents for which he or she has assumed 
professional responsibility and which he or she has prepared, or 
supervised the preparation of, or reviewed in detail and approved 
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 The Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of 
Saskatchewan (APEGS) 

The Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of 
Manitoba (APEGM) 

Definition of 
stamp or seal 

Legislation is silent. ACT 
Definitions 
25. In this Part, 
"manual seal" means the form of identification issued by the 
association to a member or specified scope of practice licensee to be 
manually impressed onto physical documents.  
 
BYLAWS 
Seals  
12.2.1 Professional Member’s Manual Seal  
The registrar shall issue a manual seal in accordance with section 26 
(1) of the Act and these By-Laws. A member shall not acquire a seal 
from any other source.  
12.2.3 Temporary Licensee’s Seal  
The association does not issue a seal to the holder of a temporary 
license 
 

Definition of 
document 

Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. 

Electronic seal 
or signature 

Legislation is silent. ACT 
25. In this Part, 
"digital signature" means the form of identification issued by the 
association to a member or specified scope of practice licensee to be 
used to digitally authenticate documents in computer readable form;  
 
BYLAWS 
11.1.2 Professional Member’s Electronic Seal  
A member may authenticate a document which is in computer 
readable form by the use of his or her electronic seal. This 
authentication will have the same effect as affixing and validating a 
manual seal on a physical document.  
 
11.1.2.1 Use of Electronic Seal  
Validation of a document which is in computer readable form must 
only be performed with the explicit knowledge of and confirmatory 
action by the member. Any process and/or technology that 
automatically applies a professional member’s seal to documents 
without the member’s knowledge and action is strictly prohibited 
 
12.2.2 Professional Member’s Electronic Seal  
The registrar may issue an electronic seal when he or she is satisfied 
that an appropriate process and/or technology is available. The 
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 The Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of 
Saskatchewan (APEGS) 

The Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of 
Manitoba (APEGM) 
authenticity of the seal shall be confirmable. The seal shall be 
revocable.  
 

Prohibition on 
contracting 
non-members 
for professional 
work 

Legislation is silent. ACT 
59. No person shall knowingly engage, employ or contract with any 
person, corporation, partnership or other legal entity that does not hold 
a certificate of authorization for any work that requires the services of 
a professional engineer or professional geoscientist. 

 

 Professional Engineers Ontario (PEO) Association of Professional Geoscientists of Ontario (APGO)
What constitutes 
authentication? 

ACT 
7. (1) Subject to the approval of the Lieutenant Governor in Council 
and with prior review by the Minister, the Council may make 
regulations, 
7.(1)12. requiring and governing the signing and sealing of 
documents and designs by members of the Association, holders of 
temporary licences and holders of limited licences, specifying the 
forms of seals and respecting the issuance and ownership of seals; 
 
REGULATION 941 
53. Every holder of a licence, temporary licence, provisional licence 
or limited licence who provides to the public a service that is within 
the practice of professional engineering shall sign, date and affix the 
holder’s seal to every final drawing, specification, plan, report or other 
document prepared or checked by the holder as part of the service 
before it is issued. 
R.R.O. 1990, Reg. 941, s. 53; O. Reg. 13/03, s. 16. 

ACT 
Use of stamp or seal 
6. (1) An individual shall not affix the stamp or seal of a member or a 
certificate holder to a document or record (or a copy of one) unless, 
(a) the document or record was prepared by or under the supervision 
of the member or by or under the supervision of a member retained or 
employed by the certificate holder, as the case may be; and 
(b) the stamp or seal is affixed with the knowledge and consent of the 
member. 2000, c. 13, s. 6 (1). 
 
CODE OF ETHICS REGULATION 
Signing and sealing of documents 
7. A professional geoscientist shall sign, stamp and seal only plans, 
specifications, reports or documents, 
(a) that he or she has prepared or that have been prepared under his 
or her direct supervision and control; or 
(b) that another person has prepared and that the professional 
geoscientist has thoroughly reviewed and for which he or she accepts 
professional responsibility. 
 
BYLAW #3 
 
A.8 Application of the seal  
Under the Professional Geoscientists Act, 2000, holders of practising, 
temporary or limited certificates of registration are required to stamp 
all final drawings, figures and/or reports that contain geoscience work 
done by the member, or for which the member is responsible.  
 
 
A.10 
Only documents that have professional geoscience content shall be 
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 Professional Engineers Ontario (PEO) Association of Professional Geoscientists of Ontario (APGO)
signed and sealed by a professional geoscientist. 

Definition of 
Stamp or seal 

Legislation is silent. BYLAW #3 
A.1 Definition  
The seal shall be defined as:  
a) “manual seal” meaning the authentication of a document by affixing 
an impression to the document and signing and dating the document. 
A manual seal may be an embossing seal or a stamping seal.   

Definition of 
document 

Legislation is silent. BYLAW #3 
A.8 Application of the seal  
Under the Professional Geoscientists Act, 2000, holders of practising, 
temporary or limited certificates of registration are required to stamp 
all final drawings, figures and/or reports that contain geoscience work 
done by the member, or for which the member is responsible.  
When reports drawings or documents are finalized the final document 
is referred to as the “master”. It can be either electronic or hard copy 
and it is unsigned.  
An original is made from the master and is signed, sealed and dated 
by the geoscientist. This is a called the “original”. The original is 
always signed.  
When copies are made from the “original”, they are called “copies”.  
Clients may receive either an “original” document or “copies” of an 
“original”.  
It is usual for either the sole practitioner or the holder of the Certificate 
of Authorization (the company) to maintain the “master” document on 
file, either electronically or hard copy, and also to maintain a signed, 
sealed and dated “original” on file.  
Draft copies of drawings, figures and/or reports will not be signed or 
sealed and they should clearly be marked as “draft” or “preliminary” or 
“for information only”. 

Electronic seal 
or signature 

Legislation is silent. BYLAW #3 
A.1 Definition  
The seal shall be defined as:  
b) “electronic seal” meaning the specific electronic means of 
authenticating a record or ensuring that it is opened only by the 
intended addressee.  
 
A.9 Electronic sealing of documents   
The application of geoscience seals to electronic documents 
(drawings, figures and/or reports) shall be conducted in accordance 
with the Electronic Commerce Act, S.0. 2000, c.17. 

Prohibition on 
contracting non-

Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. 
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 Professional Engineers Ontario (PEO) Association of Professional Geoscientists of Ontario (APGO)
members for 
professional 
work 
 

 Ordre des Ingénieurs du Québec Ordre des géologues du Québec Association of Professional Engineers and 
Geoscientists of New Brunswick (APGNB) 

 What 
constitutes 
authentication? 

ACT 
24.  (1) All plans and specifications for works 
contemplated by section 2 must be signed 
and sealed by an engineer who is a member 
of the Order or by a holder of a temporary 
licence, except plans and specifications 
prepared outside Québec and relating 
exclusively to the making of machines and 
apparatus comprised in the works 
contemplated by paragraph c of the said 
section and intended for use for purposes of 
industrial manufacture. 
 
CODE OF ETHICS 
3.04.01.  An engineer must affix his seal and 
signature on the original and the copies of 
every engineering plan and specification 
prepared by himself or prepared under his 
immediate control and supervision by persons 
who are not members of the Order. 
 
An engineer may also affix his seal and 
signature on the original and the copies of 
documents mentioned in this section which 
have been prepared, signed and sealed by 
another engineer. 
 
An engineer must not affix his seal and 
signature except in the cases provided for in 
this section. 
 
3.04.02.  An engineer must affix his signature 
on the original and the copies of every written 
consultation and opinion, measurement, 
layout, report, computation, study, drawing 
and specification prepared by himself or 

Geologists Act 
7. A geologist must attest, authenticate by 
affixing his or her seal, certify or sign any 
opinion or report relating to an act referred to 
in the first paragraph of section 6 which was 
prepared by the geologist or under his or her 
immediate supervision. 

BYLAWS 
12.1.2 All persons issued a seal under this 
section shall sign, date, and affix the seal 
provided to all final drawings, specifications, 
plans, reports, and other documents 
pertaining to the practice of the Professions or 
to all final drawings, maps or reports, 
prepared by or under the direct supervision of 
a person practicing the Professions entered in 
the Register. 
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 Ordre des Ingénieurs du Québec Ordre des géologues du Québec Association of Professional Engineers and 
Geoscientists of New Brunswick (APGNB) 

prepared under his immediate control and 
supervision by persons who are not members 
of the Order. 
 
An engineer may also affix his signature on 
the original and the copies of documents 
mentioned in this section which have been 
prepared and signed by another engineer. 
 

Definition of 
stamp or seal 

Legislation is silent. Geologists Act 
7. A geologist must attest, authenticate by 
affixing his or her seal, certify or sign any 
opinion or report relating to an act referred to 
in the first paragraph of section 6 which was 
prepared by the geologist or under his or her 
immediate supervision. 
 
Regulations on Internal Affairs of the Order of 
Geologists of Quebec 
61 . A geologist can get a seal on which 
appear the name, registration number, the 
word "GEOLOGIST" or the words 
"GEOLOGIST-GEOLOGIST" and the word 
"QUÉBEC". 
The seal under this section must be obtained 
from the Order at the expense of those who 
ask. It remains the property of the Order and, 
in case of cessation of exercise, death, 
permanent ban or revocation of the permit 
must be returned within 8 days of a written 
request from the Secretary to that effect. 
When he recovered the particular seal of a 
member of the Order, the Secretary 
obliterates. Such a seal, duly stamped, may 
upon written request to this end, be returned 
to the estate or to a member who has ceased. 
 
 

Legislation is silent. 

Definition of 
document 

An Act To Establish A Legal Framework For 
Information Technology 
 
Concept Of Document 

Geologists Act 
5. The practice of the profession of geologist 
includes such scientific activities as 
identifying, observing, characterizing, 

Legislation is silent. 
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 Ordre des Ingénieurs du Québec Ordre des géologues du Québec Association of Professional Engineers and 
Geoscientists of New Brunswick (APGNB) 

3. Information inscribed on a medium 
constitutes a document. The information is 
delimited and structured, according to the 
medium used, by tangible or logical features 
and is intelligible in the form of words, sounds 
or images. The information may be rendered 
using any type of writing, including a system 
of symbols that may be transcribed into 
words, sounds or images or another system 
of symbols. 
 
For the purposes of this Act, a database 
whose structuring elements allow the creation 
of documents by delimiting and structuring the 
information contained in the database is 
considered to be a document. 
 
A record may comprise one or more 
documents. 
 
In this Act, a technology-based document is a 
document in any medium based on any 
information technology referred to in 
paragraph 2 of section 1. 
2001, c. 32, s. 3. 

interpreting or modeling geological 
phenomena, including geophysical and 
hydrogeological phenomena. 
6. Only a geologist may, within the framework 
of an activity referred to in section 5, give 
professional advice or an opinion or make a 
report in relation to mining, petroleum or gas 
resource exploration, development, operation 
or project assessment activities. 
Nothing in this section shall affect 
(1)   the rights and privileges granted by law 
to other professionals ; 
(2)   acts that may be engaged in by a person 
in accordance with a regulation under 
paragraph h of section 94 of the Professional 
Code (chapter C-26). 

Electronic seal 
or signature 

An Act To Establish A Legal Framework For 
Information Technology 
12. A technology-based document may fulfil 
the functions of an original. To that end, the 
integrity of the document must be ensured 
and, where the desired function is to establish 
(1) that the document is the source document 
from which copies are made, the components 
of the source document must be retained so 
that they may subsequently be used as a 
reference ; 
(2) that the document is unique, its 
components or its medium must be structured 
by a process that makes it possible to verify 
that the document is unique, in particular 
through the inclusion of an exclusive or 
distinctive component or the exclusion of any 
form of reproduction ; 

Legislation is silent BYLAWS 
12.1.3 All documents referenced in section 
12.1.2 may be prepared, authenticated and 
issued solely in electronic form on condition 
that:  
(1) the document must show the image of the 
stamp referenced in 12.1.2;  
(2) the document must show the image of the 
signature referenced in 12.1.2; and  
(3) the document must show the date 
referenced in 12.1.2 
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 Ordre des Ingénieurs du Québec Ordre des géologues du Québec Association of Professional Engineers and 
Geoscientists of New Brunswick (APGNB) 

(3) that the document is the first form of a 
document linked to a person, its components 
or its medium must be structured by a 
process that makes it possible to verify that 
the document is unique, to identify the person 
with whom the document is linked and to 
maintain the link throughout the life cycle of 
the document. 
 
For the purposes of subparagraphs 2 and 3 of 
the first paragraph, the processes must be 
based on technical norms and standards 
approved by a recognized body referred to 
in section 68. 
2001, c. 32, s. 12. 
 
13. Where the function of affixing a seal, 
signet, press, stamp or other instrument is 
(1) to preserve the integrity of a document or 
authenticate the document as an original, the 
purpose may be achieved, in the case of a 
technology-based document, by means of any 
process appropriate to the medium used ; 
(2) to identify a person, an association, a 
partnership or the State, the purpose may be 
achieved, in the case of a technology-based 
document, according to the rules provided in 
subdivision 1 of Division II of Chapter III ; 
(3) to protect the confidentiality of a 
document, the purpose may be achieved in 
the case of a technology-based document, 
according to the rules provided in section 34. 
2001, c. 32, s. 13. 
 
14. As regards the form of a document, one or 
more processes may be used to fulfil the 
functions or achieve the purposes provided 
for in sections 12 and 13, making use of the 
characteristic features of the medium used. 

Prohibition on 
contracting 
non-members 
for 

Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent Legislation is silent. 
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professional 
work 
 

 Engineers Nova Scotia Geoscientists Nova Scotia
What 
constitutes 
authentication? 

ACT 
Seals of Association and members  
31 (2) Every person registered as a member under this Act shall have 
a seal, the impression of which shall bear the name of the member 
and the words "Professional Engineer, Province of Nova Scotia", with 
which he shall stamp all official documents and plans prepared by 
him. R.S., c. 148, s. 31. 

ACT 
9 (2) Every person registered as a member of the Association under 
this Act shall have a seal, the impression of which shall bear the 
words "The Association of Professional Geoscientists of Nova Scotia" 
and the registration number of the member and with which the 
member shall stamp all official documents prepared by the member. 
(3) Every person licensed to practise under this Act shall have a seal 
bearing the words "The Association of Professional Geoscientists of 
Nova Scotia" and the licence to practise number of the person 
licensed to practise and the person licensed to practise shall stamp all 
official documents prepared by that person. 
 
CODE OF ETHICS 
Professional Geoscientists shall conduct themselves in an honorable 
and ethical manner. They shall uphold the values of truth, honesty and 
trustworthiness and safeguard human life and welfare and the 
environment. In keeping with these basic tenets, Professional 
Geoscientists shall:  
i. shall sign and seal only such plans, documents or work as he/she 
has prepared or carried out or as have been prepared or carried out 
under his/her direct professional supervision. 

Definition of 
stamp or seal 

Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. 

Definition of 
document 

Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. 

Electronic seal 
or signature  

Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. 

Prohibition on 
contracting 
non-members 
for professional 
work 

Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. 
 
 
 

  



Updating Authentication Practices     Page 12 of 17 
Appendix 2A   
The Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of Alberta 
 

 Engineers Prince Edward Island (PEI) Professional Engineers and Geoscientists Newfoundland and 
Labrador (PEGNL) 

 What 
constitutes 
authentication? 

ACT 
25(4) All final drawings, specifications, plans, reports and other 
documents involving the practice of professional engineering when 
issued shall bear the signature, date and the seal of the professional 
engineer who prepared or approved them. 
 
BYLAWS 
14.4.12 Engineers shall not sign or seal drawings, specifications, 
plans, reports or other documents pertaining to engineering works or 
systems unless actually prepared by them or under their direct 
supervision or verified by them. 

ACT 
15. (1) A professional engineer only shall use the title "professional 
engineer" or the abbreviation "P. Eng.". 
(2)  A person, corporation, partnership or other association of persons, 
except a professional engineer or permit holder, shall not 
(c)  affix the stamp or seal of a professional engineer or permit holder, 
or allow that stamp or seal to be affixed to a plan, drawing, detail 
drawing, specification, other document or reproduction of either of 
them unless 
(i)  the plan, drawing, detail drawing, specification, other document or 
reproduction was prepared by or under the supervision and control of 
a professional engineer, 
(ii)  the stamp or seal is affixed with the knowledge and consent or in 
accordance with the direction of the professional engineer or permit 
holder to whom the stamp or seal was issued, and 
(iii)  a professional engineer signs the stamp or seal affixed 
 
17. (1) A professional geoscientist only shall use the title "professional 
geoscientist" or the abbreviation "P. Geo.". 
(2)  A person, corporation, partnership or other association of persons, 
except a professional geoscientist or a permit holder, shall not 
(c)  affix the stamp or seal of a professional geoscientist or permit 
holder, or allow that stamp or seal to be affixed to a report or 
document, or a reproduction, unless 
(i)  the report or document or reproduction was prepared by or under 
the supervision and control of a professional geoscientist, 
(ii)  the stamp or seal is affixed with the knowledge and consent or 
under the direction of the professional geoscientist or the permit 
holder to whom the stamp or seal was issued, and 
(iii)  a professional geoscientist signs the stamp or seal. 
Use of stamp 
 
39.(1) A professional member shall sign and stamp or seal and a 
permit holder shall stamp or seal all documents or records in 
accordance with the regulations. 
 
REGULATIONS 
8. (1) When a professional member is registered under the Act and 
the regulations, the registrar shall provide the professional member 
with a stamp or seal. 
8.(2) A stamp or seal issued to a professional member shall at all 
times remain under the direct control of the professional member and 
shall be applied by that professional member or by another person 
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 Engineers Prince Edward Island (PEI) Professional Engineers and Geoscientists Newfoundland and 
Labrador (PEGNL) 
acting under that professional member's immediate and direct control, 
to all plans, specifications, reports or documents of a professional 
nature which that person has authored or which have been prepared 
under that person's supervision and for which that person assumes 
professional responsibility. 
 
12. (4) When the practice of professional engineering or geoscience is 
carried on by a permit holder, all plans, specifications, reports and 
documents shall 
(a) in the case of a sole proprietorship, be signed by and sealed with 
the stamp or seal of the professional member who is the sole 
proprietor and who is responsible for and has supervised their 
preparation; 
(b) in the case of a partnership, limited partnership or other 
association of persons or a corporation, be signed by and sealed with 
the stamp or seal of the professional member who is responsible for 
and has supervised their preparation; and 
(c) in all cases, carry the permit holder stamp or seal issued to the 
permit holder. 

Definition of 
stamp or seal 

Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. 

Definition of 
document 

 Legislation is silent. 

Electronic seal 
or signature 

Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. 

Prohibition on 
contracting 
non-members 
for professional 
work 

Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. 
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 Engineers Yukon Northwest Territories and Nunavut Association of Professional 
Engineers and Geoscientists (NAPEG) 

 What 
constitutes 
authentication? 

ACT 
2(6) All plans, drawings, detail drawings, specifications, or other 
documents or reports for any engineered structure, work, or process 
must bear the signature and stamp or seal of a professional engineer. 
S.Y. 1995, c.9, s.2. 
 
3(1) No individual, corporation, partnership or other entity, except a 
professional engineer, or the holder of a limited licence or a permit 
holder entitled to engage in the practice of engineering, shall 
(c) affix the stamp or seal of a professional engineer, holder of a 
limited licence, or permit holder, or permit that stamp or seal to be 
affixed, to a plan, drawing, detail drawing, specification, or other 
document or a reproduction of any of them unless  
(i) that plan, drawing, detail drawing, specification, other document or 
reproduction was prepared by or under the supervision and control of, 
and  
(ii) the stamp or seal is affixed with the knowledge and consent or in 
accordance with the direction of the professional engineer or holder of 
a limited licence, or the permit holder that the stamp or seal was 
issued to. 
 
Use of stamp or seal  
59(1) A professional engineer, holder of a limited licence, or permit 
holder shall sign and stamp or seal documents or records in 
accordance with the regulations. 
 
REGULATION 
13. (2) A seal shall be accompanied by the signature of the 
professional member to whom it was issued and the date on which it 
is applied.  
(3) A seal may be applied to the cover page or final page of reports, 
specifications or documents in a manner which clearly indicates 
acceptance of professional responsibility for them without being 
applied to each page. 

ACT 
25 (2) A member, licensee or permit holder shall stamp plans, 
designs, specifications, reports and similar documents in accordance 
with the bylaws. 
 
BYLAWS 
28.(c) The stamp shall be signed only when the professional taking 
responsibility is satisfied that the work has been completed to an 
acceptable standard. The responsible professional shall sign across 
the imprint of the stamp and indicate the date of the signature. 
(e) The permit stamp shall be signed only after the professional or 
professionals taking responsibility have affixed their personal stamps. 
The officer or employee, so authorized by the Permit Holder, shall 
sign across the imprint of the stamp and indicate the date of the 
signature 
 
BYLAWS – Rules of Conduct 
Professional Engineers and Professional Geoscientists 
3. shall sign and seal only reports, plans or documents which they 
have prepared or which have been prepared under their direct 
supervision and control. 

Definition of 
stamp or seal 

Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. 

Definition of 
document 

Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. 

Electronic seal 
or signature 

Legislation is silent. Legislation is silent. 
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 Engineers Yukon Northwest Territories and Nunavut Association of Professional 
Engineers and Geoscientists (NAPEG) 

Prohibition on 
contracting non-
members for 
professional 
work 

ACT 
4(1) The Supreme Court, on application by the Council, may grant an 
injunction enjoining any person from  
(a) doing any act that contravenes this Act; or  
(b) retaining, employing, or contracting with someone who is not a 
member of the Association or a holder of a limited licence for the 
performance of an act constituting the practice of professional 
engineering. 

ACT  
11(3) No person shall employ under a contract of service a person, 
other than a member, licensee or permit holder, to practice 
professional engineering or professional geoscience. 
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 Architects Association of Alberta
 What constitutes 
authentication? 

ACT 
2 (2) No person except a registered architect, visiting project 
architect, architects corporation or architects and engineers 
firm shall  
(c) affix the seal or stamp of a registered architect or the 
stamp of a visiting project architect, architects corporation or 
architects and engineers firm, or permit that seal or stamp to 
be affixed, to a plan, drawing, detail drawing, specification or 
other document or a reproduction of any of them unless  
(i) that plan, drawing, detail drawing, specification, other 
document or reproduction was prepared by or under the 
personal supervision, direction and control of, and  
(ii) the seal or stamp is affixed with the knowledge, consent 
or in accordance with the direction of the registered architect 
or visiting project architect to whom or the architects 
corporation or architects and engineers firm to which the 
seal or stamp was issued by the Registrar. 
 
2.1 (3) No person except a licensed interior designer, visiting 
project interior designer or interior design corporation shall 
(c) affix the seal of a licensed interior designer or the stamp 
of a visiting project interior designer or interior design 
corporation, or permit that seal or stamp to be affixed, to a 
plan, drawing, detail drawing, specification or other 
document or a reproduction of any of them unless  
(i) that plan, drawing, detail drawing, specification, other 
document or reproduction was prepared by or under the 
personal supervision, direction and control of, and  
(ii) the seal or stamp is affixed with the knowledge and 
consent or in accordance with the direction of, the licensed 
interior designer or visiting project interior designer to whom 
or the interior design corporation to which the seal or stamp 
was issued by the Registrar. 
 
25 (3) If an architects corporation causes plans, drawings, 
detail drawings and specifications to be prepared and to be 
imprinted with the stamp issued to the corporation, it shall 
also cause them to be signed by and imprinted with the 
stamp or seal of the registered architect who had personal 
supervision, direction and control over their preparation. 
 
26 (3) If a joint firm causes plans, drawings, detail drawings 
and specifications to be prepared in its practice of 
architecture and to be imprinted with the stamp issued to the 
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 Architects Association of Alberta
firm, it shall also cause them to be signed by and imprinted 
with the stamp or seal of the registered architect who had 
personal supervision, direction and control over their 
preparation. 
 
26.1 (3) If an interior design corporation causes plans, 
drawings, detail drawings and specifications to be prepared 
and to be imprinted with the stamp issued to the corporation, 
it shall also cause them to be signed by and imprinted with 
the seal of the licensed interior designer who had personal 
supervision, direction and control over their preparation. 
 
BYLAWS 
9.111(2) A seal or stamp must be accompanied by the 
signature of the authorized entity to whom it is issued and 
the date on which it is applied. The seal or stamp must be 
produced solely for the purpose of the project documents to 
which it is applied as evidence that the documents were 
prepared under the direct supervision and control of the 
authorized entity. 
 

Definition of stamp or 
seal 

Legislation is silent. 

Definition of document Legislation is silent. 

Electronic seal or 
signature 

Legislation is silent. 

Prohibition on contracting 
non-members for 
professional work 

Legislation is silent. 
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